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TO AMEK8AS8Y SAIGON 

SENSITIVE 1 EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY VIA MARTIN CHANNELS 


WH50717 


TO* 


APRILI 17, .1979 


AMBASSADOR MARTIN 


FROM* HENRY A, KISSINGER: 

WE' HAVE JUST COHPLTEO an INTERAGENCY REVIEW OF' TMEi 
STATE! OF! PLAY IN SOUTH! VIETNAM, YOU 1 SHOULD-' KNOW. THAT 
AT. THE. W8AG MEETING TODAY THERE HAS ALMOST NO SUPPORT 
FOR' THE 1 EVACUATION OP' VIETNAMESE! AND' FOR’ THE! USE: OF' 

AMERICAN FORCE. TO HELPi PROTECT" ANY' EVACUATION, ,TMEl 
SENTIMENT OF: OUR- MILITARY, DODi AND, CIA COLLEAGUES- WAS 
TO GET OUT FAST Awn NOW, 

IN ADDITION, AS VINDICATED IN MY MESSAGE 1 TO 
YOU LAST NIGHT, THE, CONGRESSIONAL 1 SITUATION IS: FAST 
GETTING OUT OF HAND, OUR TASK; — YOURS AND MINE *- IS 
TO PREVENT PANIC BOTH IN SAIGON AND= WASHINGTON, AND 
I KNOW THAT YOU RECOGNIZE THIS MORE! CLEARLY THAN 
ALMOST" ANYONE IN THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT',. 

I APPRECIATE YOURi INDICATION THAT YOU CANi.AND 
WILLI MEET my REQUEST THAT WEI REDUCE! TO APPROXIMATELY 
TWO THOUSAND OFFICIAL: and NONOFFIGIAL! AMERICANS BY THE) 

End OF NEXT WEEK, BUT MUST NOW, IN LIGHT OF! THE SITUATION 
IN WASHINGTON, ASK THAT THIS SCHEDULE BE. ADVANCED, IT 
IS ESSENTIAL, DEBPITE THE CONCERNS THAT YOU HAVE -, n - 

EXPRESSED AN n THAT I ACCEPT, FOR YOU 1 TO SPEED UP THE 

MOVEMENT of AMERICAN CITIZENS OUT OF, VIET-NAM. WE « £ 

*UST BE AT OR BEj.o-i THP' LEVEL OF TWO THOUSAND OFFICIAL, i » 

AND UNOFFICIAL U.S. CITIZENS BY TUESDAY, APRIL 1 22, I 1> 

AS< THAT ynu MOVE IMMEDIATELY TO ACCOMPLISH THIS AND V y 

ASSURE YOU T J AT J £ ARE PREPARED TO DO EVERYTHING WE 
CA'J TO GIVE YOU ANY ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE YOU NEED, 

* *• * * * * * * * * * * * * * *hhsr comment * * * * * * *•■* * * * •* 
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YOU milu BE; RECEIVING; A FRONT CHANNEL, 1 MESSAGE! ?0 TMS8 
EFFECT 1 , PLUS CERTAIN OTHER! QUESTIONS. AND INSTRUCTIONS 
IN- TANDEM WITH THIS MESSAGE', 


WARM regards, 

0313 



i 



PSNlfli04«3 

a* * 

0 


RECALLED- 

PAGE 02 OF' 02; TORI 108/03130Z' 0T6U88338? APRi FS 

******* ******* 8 COPY 


i 


i 

1 


Declassified 



DRAFT FOLLOWS 



• r v > '-■ 

* . ( * tr- 

• v/* - 






■ ' j /-->• 
1 . /■ 


BACK CHANNEL 

' ♦ 

1 ’■ 

TO: AMBASSADOR MARTIN 

FROM: HENRY. A. KISSINGER 
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We have just completed an. interagency review of the 

« 

• • • 

state of play in South Viet-Nara. You should know that 

' • • . ........ ■ ....... . . 

at the KSAG meeting today there v/as almost no’ support 

for the evacuation of Vietnamese ' and for the use of 

■ * : • ■ • . •• • • . ■ i' , i -* ■ . , * 
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American force to help protect any evacuation. ' The • 

♦ • ‘ 9 

sentiment of- our military, DOD aiid CIA colleagues was 

. * • i 

to get out fast and now, 

• • 
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In addition, as I indicated in my message to 

• • 

you last night, the Congressional situation is fast 

. \ 

* 
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getting out of hand.. Our task — yours and mine — is 
to prevent panic both in Saigon and Washington, and 
I know that you recognize this more clearly than 

9 

9 

9 

almost anyone in the United States Government, 

* 

• * 

I appreciate your indication that you can and 

• • 
t * 

will meet my request that we reduce to approximately 
two thousand official and nonofficial Americans by the 

t 

end of next week, but must now, in light of the situation 
in Washington, ask that this schedule be advanced. It 

V 

is essential, despite the concerns that you have ^ 
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expressed and that I accept, for you to speed up the \* 
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movement of American citizens out of Viet -Nan . We 

* * . • ^ 

must be -at or^.below the level of two thousand official 
and unofficial U.S. citizens by Tuesday, April 22. I 
ask- that you move immediately to accomplish this and 
assure you that v/e are prepared to do everything we 

4 

Gan to give you any additional assistance you need. 

You will be receiving a front channel -message ^ this 

effect, plus certain other questions and instructions 
in tandem with this message. 
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* Warm regards . • 
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